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Delaware Equine Council Minutes
Monday, July 20, 2026 @ 7pm
at
Harrington Senior Center

Call to Order- Ken Horeis

Pledge of Allegiance-Neal Greenberg

Welcome new Guests/Members-Ken Horeis

A.

John Hensley (DSOA), Ron & Rhonda Whitehouse, Jeff and Bex Baughman, Anita Beckel,
Brooke Walls (Dept. of Ag) and Lauren Saveikis (Dept. of Ag)

Motion to approve the May 2026 Minutes, which are available and are on the website.

A. Motion by Stan Vonasek, 2" by Wayne Nebel, vote: approved

Treasurer’s Report- Kaitie Spencer Beginning Balance- $ 24,024.21
Deposits- $ 4939.75
Expenses- $ 7.832.78

Ending Balance- $ 21.131.18

A. Motion by Stan Vonasek to approve the report 24 by Brooke Baker-Vote: passed

Introduction of HB 222 Guest Speaker, Brooke Walls of Dept. of Ag-Ken Horeis

A.

History of the Nutrient Management Program-www.agriculture.delaware.gov/nutrient-
management, email: nutrient. management@delaware.gov

Qualifying parameters
1. More than 8 animal units (8,000 lbs)
2. Apply manure or fertilizer to more than 10 acres

HB 222 increases the fines for validated non-compliance from $125 to $5,000 per
occurrence with the possibility of a daily fine for lack of improvement measures- maximum
of up to $10,000
1. Kaitie asked, “Of the complaints, how many are equine related?” Answer: 10-20%
a. From 2000 to 2026, only 8 Equine facilities have incurred fines
2. Process:
a. Complaint received, property owner notified, inspection scheduled, findings
validated or dismissed
1.) If validated, a plan is developed to come into compliance-usually a fine is not
the primary result-educate, educate, educate
b. Inspectors are certified and follow a check list for objective study

U of D has free certification classes, and they also provide CE- 6 hours required to maintain
certification every 3 years

Rich Borowsky asked, “Is there any manure storage requirements for less than 8 animal
units?” Answer: No, but good to know how best to store or spread

1. Stockpile for pick up or spreading

2. Setbacks from water source (well, river, stream, wetlands)

3. Hard surface? Covered?
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No rules for less than 8 animal units

F. The Conservation District has programs that can help with the cost for those who need to
establish Nutrient Management compliance

VII. Old Business
A. Reading of the Proposed Bylaws Changes and vote on each-Kate Bowski

1.

Article 4, Section 2. SUB B- In the event that spouses or individuals joined in a civil
partnership are nominated for election to the Board, one individual must stand for election
as a Director, and the other must stand for election as an Olfficer. Under no circumstances
shall both individuals simultaneously hold Director or Officer positions

a. Motion by Kaitie Spencer, 2™ by Kate Bowski

b. Vote: Majority voted down — Not passed

Article 7, Section 3. SUB A. Elections shall be conducted at the conclusion of the November
meeting. Prior to the distribution and completion of ballots, all nominees shall be provided
an opportunity to address the membership.

a. Motion by Kaitie Spencer, 2" by Brooke Baker

b. Vote: Majority voted up - Passed

B. DECF Scholarship Update-Brooke Baker

1.
2.

3.
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Saturday, March 20, 2027

Harrington Raceway & Casino’s Gold Room

a. Separate entrance for children and our Amish Community
Applications are active on the DECF link on the DEC Website
a. www.delawareequinecouncil.com

Working on Sponsorships

C. Trade Scholarship Update-Stan Vonasek

1.

Applications are active on the DECF link on the website

VIII. New Business
A. Economic Impact Study-Kate, Stan and Ken

1.
2.

Ken reported that pleasure horse owners were underrepresented

Of the 3,085 surveys mailed to owners and trainers between Aug. and Sept 2025, only

308 responses were returned-only 10% and most were racehorse connected

a. Results were heavily weighted with racing industry numbers

b. John Hensley indicated that the UD researchers and economists had a “learning
curve” related to studying the information

Total Economic Contribution

a. “When combined, the equine industry supports a substantial overall economic
contribution”, pg. 14 of the 2024 Economic Impacts of Delaware’s Equine Industry report
1.) $176,81 million

Conclusion

a. “Together, these findings reinforce the continued impacts of Delaware’s equine
industry; it is not only an integral piece of the state’s agricultural sector but a crucial
economic contributor as well. Continued investments and policy support are
essential to sustaining the industry’s growth and maximizing its contributions in the
years ahead. “ pg.17 of the 2024 Economic Impacts of Delaware’s Equine Industry report

. Ken indicated that “the equine industry is 2n4 only to the poultry industry”



6. Kate Bowski added “DEC needs to be more legislatively involved”
a. Kate quoted the AHC’s report, “You can’t fix what you don’t measure” in speaking to
the AHC’s economic impact study in the process
b. In 26 years, there have only been 4 studies in Delaware. The lack of representation
from the overall horse owning community makes this last study questionable.

7. John Hensley stated that Senator Lawson is the last legislator that has race industry
knowledge and he’s not running for reelection. Some concern about decupling racing
from the gaming industry in the future, which will hurt the racing industry.

B. “A Night at the Races”-]ill Borowsky

1. Jill asked if the Council wanted to move forward with the 2026 event. She received a
resounding yes!

2. John Hensley offered to help with the event-collaborating with Jill and Rich
a. Holly Vigilante suggested incentivizing a younger crowd with a drawing or prize

such as meeting a driver or trainer or tour-she volunteered to help with the event

3. Julie asked if they could set a date so that a flyer could go into the Aug/Sept. Newsletter-

they agreed to provide a date by July 31st

C. Other concerns/ideas from attendees
1. Kate noted that a Nominating Committee needed to be formed for the November
elections
a. Kate Bowski, Brooke Baker and Victoria Caltagirone volunteered
1.) Election for Vice President and Secretary and 3 Board positions

2. Board Meeting Scheduled for Monday, August 17t at Brooke Baker’s farm in Milton

IX.  Adjourn meeting



